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Our project
With the existing Climate Change scenario, by 2030, water 
scarcity in some arid and semi-arid places will displace  up to 700 
million people worldwide. Even though these are speculative 
numbers, the following years will be dramatic for our planet.
It is a global problem that will affect every part of the world and its 
inhabitants. Therefore, we call on every citizen to understand their 
place in this process, to recognise how impactful their actions are, 
and to realise their power to make a change in our common 
destiny.

To raise awareness, empower and mobilise Young European 
citizens and decision-makers, our project will implement activities 
in 8 EU Member States (Germany, Italy, Ireland, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, and Spain) and Cape Verde between 
2020 and 2024. 
It aims to contribute positively to the sustainability of 
development policies at the glocal level and promote the 
participation of youth citizens as change-makers. 

Our goals
Our project  intends to raise awareness among European youth 
citizens about the challenges and consequences arising from 
climate change and, in this way, encourage them to take the lead 
in adopting more sustainable lifestyles.
Simultaneously to the mobilisation of European youth citizens, it 
also focuses on strengthening local decision-makers capacities 
to build more sustainable development policies while deepening 
their abilities to understand the intertwined relations established 
at the glocal level.

People and Planet: A Common Destiny
Pan-European campaign to mobilise youth 
citizens and glocal (global + local) authorities 
in the fight against climate change
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Our activities 
A widespread pan-European awareness campaign named 
#WaterOfTheFuture  focusing on the challenges and behaviours 
related to climate change, that plans to influence 59 million European 
youngsters and will be implemented in 8 EU Member States. From 
this general campaign, several other activities will emerge, namely 
street actions, advisory councils, activism labs, surveys and 
exchange programmes, focusing on the full spectrum of the SDGs.

A structured and sustainable coalition of Local Authorities and Civil 
Society Organisations will work together towards the informing and 
mobilising of its citizens regarding climate change and sustainable 
lifestyles.

Using innovative communication tools, dynamic methodologies for 
non-formal education, training and experience-sharing between 
partners, the project aims to contribute to:

    i. The enhancement of Local Authorities' potential in building and 
leading successful actions concerning the SDGs;
    ii. The promotion of Local Authorities' visibility as key actors in the 
implementation of national development strategies;
    iii. The support of initiatives aiming to establish stronger relations 
and links between Local Authorities and Non-State Organisations.

Our path
Our strategy, through participatory methodologies, directs its 
attention to the mobilisation of European youngsters calls on them to 
become key actors in the development and dissemination of 
campaigns about sustainability. This mobilisation strategy also 
considers the role of local decision-makers as key actors in 
disseminating sustainable values among their citizens.

The project will benefit multimedia tools and social media for the 
contact with the youth and will use methodological techniques 
suitable for training with Local Authorities personnel. Building the 
widespread campaign will consider all the information gathered and 
conclusions taken from previous projects on these topics and the 
contributions of the partners' experience.
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Our impact
Implementation of a pan-European awareness campaign named 
#WaterOfTheFuture  focusing on the challenges and behaviours 
related to climate change, that plans to influence  59 million 
European youth citizens and will be implemented in 8 EU member 
states and a structured and sustainable coalition of Local 
Authorities and Civil Society Organisations from  8 EU member 
states and Cape Verde  that will work together towards the 
information and mobilisation of its citizens regarding climate 
change and sustainable lifestyles.

With the creation of a  European Local Authorities coalition  aware 
and capable of promoting development policies coherent and 
aligned with the SDGs and the mobilisation of a large  group of 
European youth citizens capable of promoting and encouraging 
sustainable lifestyles and behaviours, this project aspires to mitigate 
or even halt the ongoing environmental degradation of the Planet 
Earth. 

The European Commission's  Development Education and 
Awareness Raising Programme (DEAR)  supports projects that 
engage the European Union public in worldwide social, economic, 
and environmental development issues.

Our campaign 
Water scarcity is one of the great challenges we must face now and 
in the years to come. "We are not camels" is the motto of the 
#WaterOfTheFuture campaign, launched on March 22nd 2022. 
It aims to address issues in the public agendas, helping to change 
consciences and, above all, each person's behaviour.
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Brief description
of the national context

GHG Emissions in Italy
Greenhouse Gas emissions have been steadily 
decreasing in Italy until 2019. In the last decade, the 
level of Greenhouse Gases emitted in Italy has fallen 
from more than 395 million tonnes annually in 2011 
to just almost 323 million tonnes annually by 2019 
(Eurostat, 2021). This roughly accounts for a 
reduction of just over 18% in eight years. According 
to the National Inventory Report published in 2021 by 
ISPRA (Institute for Environmental Protection and 
Research), "the total greenhouse gas emissions, in 
CO2 equivalent, excluding emissions and removals 
from LULUCF (land use, land-use change, and 
forestry activities), have decreased by 19.4% 
between 1990 and 2019". These results seem to be 
positive and demonstrate a commitment to reducing 
pollution levels; However, if we compare these data 
with the European targets of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, it is a fact that on this current 
trajectory, the Italian state is not on track to achieve 
its emissions reduction goals, defined within the 
framework of the UN 2030 Agenda and of the 
European Green Deal, which aims to achieve carbon 
neutrality in Europe by 2050: according to the final 
objective of the FitFor55 package created by the EU, 
all member states including Italy will have to cut 
their carbon emissions at least by 55% by 2030 
compared to 1990. 

Current government actions to tackle climate 
change and water scarcity
Every year, the Italian Alliance for Sustainable 
Development (ASviS) publishes different reports and 
documents to monitor the achievement of the SDGs 
in Italy, as well as the legislative interventions linked 
to the topics of the 2030 Agenda, implemented via 
ordinary measures, such as the Budget Laws, and 
extraordinary measures.
In 2021, ASviS analysed the National Recovery and 
Resilience Plan (NRRP), the vast national program 
realised through investments funded by Next 
Generation EU. In Europe, Italy is the number one 
beneficiary: a total of € 248 billion will be available. In 
addition, € 13 billion have been made available by the 
REACT-EU programme, to be spent in the years 
2021-2023 in accordance with EU regulations. In the 
general framework of the Plan, the environmental 
topic seems to have a central focus (with two of the 
six missions named green revolution and the 
ecological transition and infrastructure for 
sustainable mobility). However, in ASviS's view, "the 
Plan does not take sufficient account of current and 
future environmental challenges, or of the link 

between these and the outlook for economic 
prosperity and social wellbeing and security, with 
specific regard to the interests of future generations. 
A critical issue is the frequent absence of quantitative 
or qualitative targets concerning social and 
environmental aspects. This will potentially make it 
difficult, if not impossible, to assess the adequacy of 
investments and the subsequent monitoring".

At the end of February 2021, the Cabinet approved the 
Ministeri ("Ministries") Law Decree, which has 
reassigned the responsibilities and restructured a 
number of ministries. This has led to the creation of 
the Ministry for the Ecological Transition, which has 
replaced the former Ministry for the Environment, 
Land and Sea Protection. The Decree has also set up 
the Interministerial Committee for the Ecological 
Transition within the cabinet Officer, coordinating 
national ecological transition policies and the related 
planning processes. Also, the Decree renamed the 
Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport the Ministry 
of Infrastructure and Sustainable Mobility: the 
change of name matches the vision of development 
aligned with current EU policies and the principles 
underlying the Next Generation EU programme.

Italy is characterised by a complex orography, ranging 
from high mountain chains (the Alps and Apennine) to 
a very diverse coastline. The Mediterranean Sea 
surrounds Italy, and the climate is influenced by the 
arid climate of North Africa and the temperate and 
rainy climate of central Europe. Following the 
Koppen-Geigen classification, three main climate 
categories are found in Italy: warm temperature, snow, 
and polar. Italy is located in an area identified as 
particularly vulnerable to climate change: the 
Mediterranean region is considered a hotspot of 
climate change impacts.
Adaptation is a cross-cutting issue that needs 
synergistic actions that consider the impact of 
climate change in different sectors. Therefore, the 
interests of the Ministry for the Ecological Transition 
are directed to: define the National Adaptation Plan to 
climate change to demand the integration of 
adaptation into sectoral and local planning; support 
local administrations through information and training 
activities; disseminate and share data and knowledge 
on the subject through easily accessible interactive 
tools; develop studies, models and tools concerning 
specific relevant hazards to which the Italian territory 
is subject.
Italy is currently engaged in gearing the SDGs to 
economic, social and environmental planning. 

The delivery and the implementation of the National 
Sustainable Development Strategy (NSDS) interlink 
the national programming documents, namely the 
National Reform Programme and the Economy and 
Financial Document. The Italian government has 
committed to providing an annual review of NSDS 
implementation as well as an assessment of the 
achieved results. Regarding the "Planet" area of the 
strategy, an integrated and inclusive approach is 
instrumental for building sustainable and efficient 
cities, more resilient and safe communities and more 
interconnected territories enhancing green 
infrastructures.

Water Sector and Public Participation
Regarding the water sector, when analysing the 
indicators used to measure the country's progress for 
the UN SDG 6 Clean Water and Sanitation, it becomes 
quite clear that Italy has fallen short despite some 
positive results. To begin, a downward trend related to 
the level of efficiency of the Italian water network has 
been observed between 2012-2018, where there has 
been a drop of 4.6% (ASviS Report, 2021). This 
inefficiency is related to the losses or leakages of 
water from pipelines in Italy which have only increased 
in frequency with each passing year. The most 
concerning statistic to emerge surrounding Goal 6 is 
the clear division between the northern and southern 
parts of the country. In the southern regions, the 
percentage of people who have expressed complaints 
about water supply stands at 17.8%, well above the 
national average of 9%. Based on the indicators used 
to measure the progress of Goal 6, it is improbable 
that Italy will reach the objectives set out in the UN 
2030 Agenda as critical interventions surrounding the 
addressing of water losses, the improvement of 
purification systems and the reduction of fertilisers, 
pesticides, and water for agricultural purposes have 
not materialised.

The main negative impacts expected in Italy in the 
coming decades will concern the increased 
temperatures and reduction of water security under 
different aspects - from flood risk to drought - with 
repercussions in terms of safety of populations and 
exposed assets, food security and access to water 
resources for drinking, irrigation, energy and industrial 
uses. Currently, there is still strong inhomogeneity in 
elaborating regional and local adaptation tools 
(strategies/plans/guidelines). Some territories show 
awareness of the issue and have developed their 
tools; others have not started concrete activities.
The Fourth Report 1 on the state of Italy's natural 

capital (Law 221/2015) presents initial data on the red 
list of terrestrial ecosystems in Italy (that is, 
ecosystems under threat), which follows the guidelines 
provided by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The data shows that 
the ecosystems most at risk actually include 
freshwater sources (rivers and lakes). Italy's 
peninsula's environmental arteries require close 
attention to protect and restore them, whilst large-scale 
damage is still being done to environmental assets that 
have a crucial role in the water cycle.

According to the Italian Forum for Water Movements 
(hereinafter the Forum), one of the more active entities 
in Italy in the water sector, the privatisation of water 
management in Italy has clearly contributed to the 
current problems that it is facing: the investments 
concerning Gross Operating Margins (GOM) have fallen 
from 58.6% in 2010 to 40.2% by 2016 2. This reduction 
in investment coincides with an increase in water 
crises and emergencies in Italy. The management of 
the Italian water network has turned into a lucrative 
source of income that guarantees profits for both 
private and public entities as tariffs have increased for 
consumers while dividends have grown for 
shareholders. 

In this sense, public participation has been one of the 
most important trends in international environmental 
law in the last 30 years since the adoption of Principle 
10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration. The European Union's 
acquis has been influenced by this trend so that today 
many of its directives and other instruments contain 
provisions on the need to conduct public participation. 
In the water sector, the key legislative sources of public 
involvement (including information supply, 
consultation processes and active involvement) are 
Article 14 of the Water Framework Directive and Article 
9(3) of the Floods Directive.   In Italy, the Forum brings 
together local committees, social organisations, 
unions, associations and individuals fighting for water 
as a common good for the public and participatory 
management of it.

In 2009 the "Decreto Ronchi" (Ronchi Decree) saw the 
full privatisation of water management and services in 
Italy. This decision resulted in water no longer being a 
publicly accessible good for Italian citizens. 

In response to this, a vast social coalition, led by the 
Forum, was formed to reinstate water as a public 
good through a national referendum. In June 2011, 
95% of the 27 million Italian citizens that turned out 
to vote expressed their desire for the return of water 
being a public good. A landslide victory was achieved 
in terms of the effectiveness of grassroots advocacy 
action. Since the referendum campaign, the notion of 
"water as a human right and commons" and the 
motto of the Forum' Si scrive acqua si legge 
democrazia' ('You write it water, you read it 
democracy') have become a popular way of 
expressing the broader political meaning and 
relevance of opposing water privatisation. Due to the 
referenda's success, the reference to the notion of 
"the commons" has inspired other social movements 
and mobilisations, standing out as the "master 
frame" to express grievances on a plurality of 
heterogeneous issues (labour, knowledge, internet, 
culture, universities, schools, territory and soil, 
occupation of theatres and other public spaces...). 
Furthermore, the notion of "the democracy of the 
commons" (Bersani 2011) has been proposed to 
promote a broader alliance between these different 
movements and struggles.

However, numerous attempts to dismiss the results 
and delay the republication process have 
materialised. To this day, water management in Italy 
remains in the hands of both private and public 
investors and entities, resulting in a fragmented 
water management system. After 2011, in continuity 
with the referendum, the Forum and other CSOs are 
campaigning to introduce the law Acquapubblica, 
which proposes a more democratically inclusive and 
participatory model where citizens can contribute to 
the decision-making process. This process toward 
more coherent and fair water governance at the 
national level resonated at the European level 
through the constitution of the European Association 
of Public Water Operators for universal access to 
water and sanitation. 

As regards public participation, it is worth 
mentioning the so-called "river contracts" negotiated 
between institutions and the general public – a 
practice initiated in 2003 and based on the principle 
of horizontal subsidiarity and the identity value of 
rivers and lakes for riparian populations as well as on 
increased accountability on the users' side. The 
creation of a National Table of River Contracts 
(Tavolo Nazionale dei Contratti di Fiume - TNCdF) in 
2007 responded to the need for introducing new 
forms of governance as well as forms of voluntary 
cooperation that are requested by EU directives and 
guidelines to implement integrated management of 
water, land and landscape in a shared and subsidiary 
manner. Additionally, The National Table of River 

Contracts provide a crucial development capacity 
of river contracts, enabling coordinating efforts 
and comparing experiences to build a culture of 
collective participatory governance. 

Role of youth in this context (e.g. organisation 
of youth consultation for VNRs or other 
government-led initiatives)

Youth policies and new realities 
Ecological transition and generational issues 
belong together. This is the incipit of the Italian 
Youth Association for UNESCO  at their third 
Youth Forum held virtually in Parma, Italian 
Capital of Culture, in 2021, where they launched 
the "Next Generation You" Manifesto containing 
12 proposals as accelerators of Agenda 2030 to 
give younger generations a perspective for the 
future. The Department of the Council Presidency 
for Youth Policies and the Civil Service 
(Dipartimento della Presidenza del Consiglio per 
le politiche giovanili e il Servizio Civile) has 
launched in 2021 GIOVANI2030 a platform 
aiming to create a community able to provide 
ideas and content but also to welcome proposals, 
ideas and suggestions in the co-planning and 
co-management of projects, where youth can 
themselves become protagonists of their future. 

The Platform GIOVANI2030 has also been 
promoted by ANCI  Giovani -  the Youth Section of 
the National Union of Municipalities, to empower 
youth engagement and the development of new 
civic spaces and opportunities. GIOVANI2030 
connects with the European Youth Card  (EYC) 
circuit of initiatives at the national level. The EYC 
is not solely a discount card to access services 
but a tool for engagement (e.g. Lazio Sound, 
Vitamina G initiatives) and a tool for advocacy 
(EYCA's #STANDFORSOMETHING campaign). 
The European Youth Card has thus provided 
youth participation & empowerment in pandemic 
times. 
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Greenhouse Gas emissions have been steadily 
decreasing in Italy until 2019. In the last decade, the 
level of Greenhouse Gases emitted in Italy has fallen 
from more than 395 million tonnes annually in 2011 
to just almost 323 million tonnes annually by 2019 
(Eurostat, 2021). This roughly accounts for a 
reduction of just over 18% in eight years. According 
to the National Inventory Report published in 2021 by 
ISPRA (Institute for Environmental Protection and 
Research), "the total greenhouse gas emissions, in 
CO2 equivalent, excluding emissions and removals 
from LULUCF (land use, land-use change, and 
forestry activities), have decreased by 19.4% 
between 1990 and 2019". These results seem to be 
positive and demonstrate a commitment to reducing 
pollution levels; However, if we compare these data 
with the European targets of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, it is a fact that on this current 
trajectory, the Italian state is not on track to achieve 
its emissions reduction goals, defined within the 
framework of the UN 2030 Agenda and of the 
European Green Deal, which aims to achieve carbon 
neutrality in Europe by 2050: according to the final 
objective of the FitFor55 package created by the EU, 
all member states including Italy will have to cut 
their carbon emissions at least by 55% by 2030 
compared to 1990. 

Current government actions to tackle climate 
change and water scarcity
Every year, the Italian Alliance for Sustainable 
Development (ASviS) publishes different reports and 
documents to monitor the achievement of the SDGs 
in Italy, as well as the legislative interventions linked 
to the topics of the 2030 Agenda, implemented via 
ordinary measures, such as the Budget Laws, and 
extraordinary measures.
In 2021, ASviS analysed the National Recovery and 
Resilience Plan (NRRP), the vast national program 
realised through investments funded by Next 
Generation EU. In Europe, Italy is the number one 
beneficiary: a total of € 248 billion will be available. In 
addition, € 13 billion have been made available by the 
REACT-EU programme, to be spent in the years 
2021-2023 in accordance with EU regulations. In the 
general framework of the Plan, the environmental 
topic seems to have a central focus (with two of the 
six missions named green revolution and the 
ecological transition and infrastructure for 
sustainable mobility). However, in ASviS's view, "the 
Plan does not take sufficient account of current and 
future environmental challenges, or of the link 

between these and the outlook for economic 
prosperity and social wellbeing and security, with 
specific regard to the interests of future generations. 
A critical issue is the frequent absence of quantitative 
or qualitative targets concerning social and 
environmental aspects. This will potentially make it 
difficult, if not impossible, to assess the adequacy of 
investments and the subsequent monitoring".

At the end of February 2021, the Cabinet approved the 
Ministeri ("Ministries") Law Decree, which has 
reassigned the responsibilities and restructured a 
number of ministries. This has led to the creation of 
the Ministry for the Ecological Transition, which has 
replaced the former Ministry for the Environment, 
Land and Sea Protection. The Decree has also set up 
the Interministerial Committee for the Ecological 
Transition within the cabinet Officer, coordinating 
national ecological transition policies and the related 
planning processes. Also, the Decree renamed the 
Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport the Ministry 
of Infrastructure and Sustainable Mobility: the 
change of name matches the vision of development 
aligned with current EU policies and the principles 
underlying the Next Generation EU programme.

Italy is characterised by a complex orography, ranging 
from high mountain chains (the Alps and Apennine) to 
a very diverse coastline. The Mediterranean Sea 
surrounds Italy, and the climate is influenced by the 
arid climate of North Africa and the temperate and 
rainy climate of central Europe. Following the 
Koppen-Geigen classification, three main climate 
categories are found in Italy: warm temperature, snow, 
and polar. Italy is located in an area identified as 
particularly vulnerable to climate change: the 
Mediterranean region is considered a hotspot of 
climate change impacts.
Adaptation is a cross-cutting issue that needs 
synergistic actions that consider the impact of 
climate change in different sectors. Therefore, the 
interests of the Ministry for the Ecological Transition 
are directed to: define the National Adaptation Plan to 
climate change to demand the integration of 
adaptation into sectoral and local planning; support 
local administrations through information and training 
activities; disseminate and share data and knowledge 
on the subject through easily accessible interactive 
tools; develop studies, models and tools concerning 
specific relevant hazards to which the Italian territory 
is subject.
Italy is currently engaged in gearing the SDGs to 
economic, social and environmental planning. 

The delivery and the implementation of the National 
Sustainable Development Strategy (NSDS) interlink 
the national programming documents, namely the 
National Reform Programme and the Economy and 
Financial Document. The Italian government has 
committed to providing an annual review of NSDS 
implementation as well as an assessment of the 
achieved results. Regarding the "Planet" area of the 
strategy, an integrated and inclusive approach is 
instrumental for building sustainable and efficient 
cities, more resilient and safe communities and more 
interconnected territories enhancing green 
infrastructures.

Water Sector and Public Participation
Regarding the water sector, when analysing the 
indicators used to measure the country's progress for 
the UN SDG 6 Clean Water and Sanitation, it becomes 
quite clear that Italy has fallen short despite some 
positive results. To begin, a downward trend related to 
the level of efficiency of the Italian water network has 
been observed between 2012-2018, where there has 
been a drop of 4.6% (ASviS Report, 2021). This 
inefficiency is related to the losses or leakages of 
water from pipelines in Italy which have only increased 
in frequency with each passing year. The most 
concerning statistic to emerge surrounding Goal 6 is 
the clear division between the northern and southern 
parts of the country. In the southern regions, the 
percentage of people who have expressed complaints 
about water supply stands at 17.8%, well above the 
national average of 9%. Based on the indicators used 
to measure the progress of Goal 6, it is improbable 
that Italy will reach the objectives set out in the UN 
2030 Agenda as critical interventions surrounding the 
addressing of water losses, the improvement of 
purification systems and the reduction of fertilisers, 
pesticides, and water for agricultural purposes have 
not materialised.

The main negative impacts expected in Italy in the 
coming decades will concern the increased 
temperatures and reduction of water security under 
different aspects - from flood risk to drought - with 
repercussions in terms of safety of populations and 
exposed assets, food security and access to water 
resources for drinking, irrigation, energy and industrial 
uses. Currently, there is still strong inhomogeneity in 
elaborating regional and local adaptation tools 
(strategies/plans/guidelines). Some territories show 
awareness of the issue and have developed their 
tools; others have not started concrete activities.
The Fourth Report 1 on the state of Italy's natural 
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private and public entities as tariffs have increased for 
consumers while dividends have grown for 
shareholders. 
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9(3) of the Floods Directive.   In Italy, the Forum brings 
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unions, associations and individuals fighting for water 
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In 2009 the "Decreto Ronchi" (Ronchi Decree) saw the 
full privatisation of water management and services in 
Italy. This decision resulted in water no longer being a 
publicly accessible good for Italian citizens. 

In response to this, a vast social coalition, led by the 
Forum, was formed to reinstate water as a public 
good through a national referendum. In June 2011, 
95% of the 27 million Italian citizens that turned out 
to vote expressed their desire for the return of water 
being a public good. A landslide victory was achieved 
in terms of the effectiveness of grassroots advocacy 
action. Since the referendum campaign, the notion of 
"water as a human right and commons" and the 
motto of the Forum' Si scrive acqua si legge 
democrazia' ('You write it water, you read it 
democracy') have become a popular way of 
expressing the broader political meaning and 
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referenda's success, the reference to the notion of 
"the commons" has inspired other social movements 
and mobilisations, standing out as the "master 
frame" to express grievances on a plurality of 
heterogeneous issues (labour, knowledge, internet, 
culture, universities, schools, territory and soil, 
occupation of theatres and other public spaces...). 
Furthermore, the notion of "the democracy of the 
commons" (Bersani 2011) has been proposed to 
promote a broader alliance between these different 
movements and struggles.

However, numerous attempts to dismiss the results 
and delay the republication process have 
materialised. To this day, water management in Italy 
remains in the hands of both private and public 
investors and entities, resulting in a fragmented 
water management system. After 2011, in continuity 
with the referendum, the Forum and other CSOs are 
campaigning to introduce the law Acquapubblica, 
which proposes a more democratically inclusive and 
participatory model where citizens can contribute to 
the decision-making process. This process toward 
more coherent and fair water governance at the 
national level resonated at the European level 
through the constitution of the European Association 
of Public Water Operators for universal access to 
water and sanitation. 

As regards public participation, it is worth 
mentioning the so-called "river contracts" negotiated 
between institutions and the general public – a 
practice initiated in 2003 and based on the principle 
of horizontal subsidiarity and the identity value of 
rivers and lakes for riparian populations as well as on 
increased accountability on the users' side. The 
creation of a National Table of River Contracts 
(Tavolo Nazionale dei Contratti di Fiume - TNCdF) in 
2007 responded to the need for introducing new 
forms of governance as well as forms of voluntary 
cooperation that are requested by EU directives and 
guidelines to implement integrated management of 
water, land and landscape in a shared and subsidiary 
manner. Additionally, The National Table of River 

Contracts provide a crucial development capacity 
of river contracts, enabling coordinating efforts 
and comparing experiences to build a culture of 
collective participatory governance. 

Role of youth in this context (e.g. organisation 
of youth consultation for VNRs or other 
government-led initiatives)

Youth policies and new realities 
Ecological transition and generational issues 
belong together. This is the incipit of the Italian 
Youth Association for UNESCO  at their third 
Youth Forum held virtually in Parma, Italian 
Capital of Culture, in 2021, where they launched 
the "Next Generation You" Manifesto containing 
12 proposals as accelerators of Agenda 2030 to 
give younger generations a perspective for the 
future. The Department of the Council Presidency 
for Youth Policies and the Civil Service 
(Dipartimento della Presidenza del Consiglio per 
le politiche giovanili e il Servizio Civile) has 
launched in 2021 GIOVANI2030 a platform 
aiming to create a community able to provide 
ideas and content but also to welcome proposals, 
ideas and suggestions in the co-planning and 
co-management of projects, where youth can 
themselves become protagonists of their future. 

The Platform GIOVANI2030 has also been 
promoted by ANCI  Giovani -  the Youth Section of 
the National Union of Municipalities, to empower 
youth engagement and the development of new 
civic spaces and opportunities. GIOVANI2030 
connects with the European Youth Card  (EYC) 
circuit of initiatives at the national level. The EYC 
is not solely a discount card to access services 
but a tool for engagement (e.g. Lazio Sound, 
Vitamina G initiatives) and a tool for advocacy 
(EYCA's #STANDFORSOMETHING campaign). 
The European Youth Card has thus provided 
youth participation & empowerment in pandemic 
times. 

1 The Report was prepared between November 2020 and March 2021 and in 
preparing this fourth edition, the experts agreed on the strategic importance of 
the integrated program of the Next Generation EU, to be developed through a 
National Recovery and Resilience Plan (Pnrr) that dedicates the 37% of 
resources to biodiversity, to actions for climate change, also with respect to the 
new community commitments deriving from the European strategy for 
biodiversity in 2030 and the “Farm to Fork” strategy for a better ecological 
sustainability of the entire agri-food chain.

2 Source of these data: presentation of Paolo Carsetti, from the Italian Forum for 
Water Movements as thematical input given during the YACC in Bologna (March 
2022).
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Brief description
of the national context

GHG Emissions in Italy
Greenhouse Gas emissions have been steadily 
decreasing in Italy until 2019. In the last decade, the 
level of Greenhouse Gases emitted in Italy has fallen 
from more than 395 million tonnes annually in 2011 
to just almost 323 million tonnes annually by 2019 
(Eurostat, 2021). This roughly accounts for a 
reduction of just over 18% in eight years. According 
to the National Inventory Report published in 2021 by 
ISPRA (Institute for Environmental Protection and 
Research), "the total greenhouse gas emissions, in 
CO2 equivalent, excluding emissions and removals 
from LULUCF (land use, land-use change, and 
forestry activities), have decreased by 19.4% 
between 1990 and 2019". These results seem to be 
positive and demonstrate a commitment to reducing 
pollution levels; However, if we compare these data 
with the European targets of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, it is a fact that on this current 
trajectory, the Italian state is not on track to achieve 
its emissions reduction goals, defined within the 
framework of the UN 2030 Agenda and of the 
European Green Deal, which aims to achieve carbon 
neutrality in Europe by 2050: according to the final 
objective of the FitFor55 package created by the EU, 
all member states including Italy will have to cut 
their carbon emissions at least by 55% by 2030 
compared to 1990. 

Current government actions to tackle climate 
change and water scarcity
Every year, the Italian Alliance for Sustainable 
Development (ASviS) publishes different reports and 
documents to monitor the achievement of the SDGs 
in Italy, as well as the legislative interventions linked 
to the topics of the 2030 Agenda, implemented via 
ordinary measures, such as the Budget Laws, and 
extraordinary measures.
In 2021, ASviS analysed the National Recovery and 
Resilience Plan (NRRP), the vast national program 
realised through investments funded by Next 
Generation EU. In Europe, Italy is the number one 
beneficiary: a total of € 248 billion will be available. In 
addition, € 13 billion have been made available by the 
REACT-EU programme, to be spent in the years 
2021-2023 in accordance with EU regulations. In the 
general framework of the Plan, the environmental 
topic seems to have a central focus (with two of the 
six missions named green revolution and the 
ecological transition and infrastructure for 
sustainable mobility). However, in ASviS's view, "the 
Plan does not take sufficient account of current and 
future environmental challenges, or of the link 

between these and the outlook for economic 
prosperity and social wellbeing and security, with 
specific regard to the interests of future generations. 
A critical issue is the frequent absence of quantitative 
or qualitative targets concerning social and 
environmental aspects. This will potentially make it 
difficult, if not impossible, to assess the adequacy of 
investments and the subsequent monitoring".

At the end of February 2021, the Cabinet approved the 
Ministeri ("Ministries") Law Decree, which has 
reassigned the responsibilities and restructured a 
number of ministries. This has led to the creation of 
the Ministry for the Ecological Transition, which has 
replaced the former Ministry for the Environment, 
Land and Sea Protection. The Decree has also set up 
the Interministerial Committee for the Ecological 
Transition within the cabinet Officer, coordinating 
national ecological transition policies and the related 
planning processes. Also, the Decree renamed the 
Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport the Ministry 
of Infrastructure and Sustainable Mobility: the 
change of name matches the vision of development 
aligned with current EU policies and the principles 
underlying the Next Generation EU programme.

Italy is characterised by a complex orography, ranging 
from high mountain chains (the Alps and Apennine) to 
a very diverse coastline. The Mediterranean Sea 
surrounds Italy, and the climate is influenced by the 
arid climate of North Africa and the temperate and 
rainy climate of central Europe. Following the 
Koppen-Geigen classification, three main climate 
categories are found in Italy: warm temperature, snow, 
and polar. Italy is located in an area identified as 
particularly vulnerable to climate change: the 
Mediterranean region is considered a hotspot of 
climate change impacts.
Adaptation is a cross-cutting issue that needs 
synergistic actions that consider the impact of 
climate change in different sectors. Therefore, the 
interests of the Ministry for the Ecological Transition 
are directed to: define the National Adaptation Plan to 
climate change to demand the integration of 
adaptation into sectoral and local planning; support 
local administrations through information and training 
activities; disseminate and share data and knowledge 
on the subject through easily accessible interactive 
tools; develop studies, models and tools concerning 
specific relevant hazards to which the Italian territory 
is subject.
Italy is currently engaged in gearing the SDGs to 
economic, social and environmental planning. 

The delivery and the implementation of the National 
Sustainable Development Strategy (NSDS) interlink 
the national programming documents, namely the 
National Reform Programme and the Economy and 
Financial Document. The Italian government has 
committed to providing an annual review of NSDS 
implementation as well as an assessment of the 
achieved results. Regarding the "Planet" area of the 
strategy, an integrated and inclusive approach is 
instrumental for building sustainable and efficient 
cities, more resilient and safe communities and more 
interconnected territories enhancing green 
infrastructures.

Water Sector and Public Participation
Regarding the water sector, when analysing the 
indicators used to measure the country's progress for 
the UN SDG 6 Clean Water and Sanitation, it becomes 
quite clear that Italy has fallen short despite some 
positive results. To begin, a downward trend related to 
the level of efficiency of the Italian water network has 
been observed between 2012-2018, where there has 
been a drop of 4.6% (ASviS Report, 2021). This 
inefficiency is related to the losses or leakages of 
water from pipelines in Italy which have only increased 
in frequency with each passing year. The most 
concerning statistic to emerge surrounding Goal 6 is 
the clear division between the northern and southern 
parts of the country. In the southern regions, the 
percentage of people who have expressed complaints 
about water supply stands at 17.8%, well above the 
national average of 9%. Based on the indicators used 
to measure the progress of Goal 6, it is improbable 
that Italy will reach the objectives set out in the UN 
2030 Agenda as critical interventions surrounding the 
addressing of water losses, the improvement of 
purification systems and the reduction of fertilisers, 
pesticides, and water for agricultural purposes have 
not materialised.

The main negative impacts expected in Italy in the 
coming decades will concern the increased 
temperatures and reduction of water security under 
different aspects - from flood risk to drought - with 
repercussions in terms of safety of populations and 
exposed assets, food security and access to water 
resources for drinking, irrigation, energy and industrial 
uses. Currently, there is still strong inhomogeneity in 
elaborating regional and local adaptation tools 
(strategies/plans/guidelines). Some territories show 
awareness of the issue and have developed their 
tools; others have not started concrete activities.
The Fourth Report 1 on the state of Italy's natural 

capital (Law 221/2015) presents initial data on the red 
list of terrestrial ecosystems in Italy (that is, 
ecosystems under threat), which follows the guidelines 
provided by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The data shows that 
the ecosystems most at risk actually include 
freshwater sources (rivers and lakes). Italy's 
peninsula's environmental arteries require close 
attention to protect and restore them, whilst large-scale 
damage is still being done to environmental assets that 
have a crucial role in the water cycle.

According to the Italian Forum for Water Movements 
(hereinafter the Forum), one of the more active entities 
in Italy in the water sector, the privatisation of water 
management in Italy has clearly contributed to the 
current problems that it is facing: the investments 
concerning Gross Operating Margins (GOM) have fallen 
from 58.6% in 2010 to 40.2% by 2016 2. This reduction 
in investment coincides with an increase in water 
crises and emergencies in Italy. The management of 
the Italian water network has turned into a lucrative 
source of income that guarantees profits for both 
private and public entities as tariffs have increased for 
consumers while dividends have grown for 
shareholders. 

In this sense, public participation has been one of the 
most important trends in international environmental 
law in the last 30 years since the adoption of Principle 
10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration. The European Union's 
acquis has been influenced by this trend so that today 
many of its directives and other instruments contain 
provisions on the need to conduct public participation. 
In the water sector, the key legislative sources of public 
involvement (including information supply, 
consultation processes and active involvement) are 
Article 14 of the Water Framework Directive and Article 
9(3) of the Floods Directive.   In Italy, the Forum brings 
together local committees, social organisations, 
unions, associations and individuals fighting for water 
as a common good for the public and participatory 
management of it.

In 2009 the "Decreto Ronchi" (Ronchi Decree) saw the 
full privatisation of water management and services in 
Italy. This decision resulted in water no longer being a 
publicly accessible good for Italian citizens. 

In response to this, a vast social coalition, led by the 
Forum, was formed to reinstate water as a public 
good through a national referendum. In June 2011, 
95% of the 27 million Italian citizens that turned out 
to vote expressed their desire for the return of water 
being a public good. A landslide victory was achieved 
in terms of the effectiveness of grassroots advocacy 
action. Since the referendum campaign, the notion of 
"water as a human right and commons" and the 
motto of the Forum' Si scrive acqua si legge 
democrazia' ('You write it water, you read it 
democracy') have become a popular way of 
expressing the broader political meaning and 
relevance of opposing water privatisation. Due to the 
referenda's success, the reference to the notion of 
"the commons" has inspired other social movements 
and mobilisations, standing out as the "master 
frame" to express grievances on a plurality of 
heterogeneous issues (labour, knowledge, internet, 
culture, universities, schools, territory and soil, 
occupation of theatres and other public spaces...). 
Furthermore, the notion of "the democracy of the 
commons" (Bersani 2011) has been proposed to 
promote a broader alliance between these different 
movements and struggles.

However, numerous attempts to dismiss the results 
and delay the republication process have 
materialised. To this day, water management in Italy 
remains in the hands of both private and public 
investors and entities, resulting in a fragmented 
water management system. After 2011, in continuity 
with the referendum, the Forum and other CSOs are 
campaigning to introduce the law Acquapubblica, 
which proposes a more democratically inclusive and 
participatory model where citizens can contribute to 
the decision-making process. This process toward 
more coherent and fair water governance at the 
national level resonated at the European level 
through the constitution of the European Association 
of Public Water Operators for universal access to 
water and sanitation. 

As regards public participation, it is worth 
mentioning the so-called "river contracts" negotiated 
between institutions and the general public – a 
practice initiated in 2003 and based on the principle 
of horizontal subsidiarity and the identity value of 
rivers and lakes for riparian populations as well as on 
increased accountability on the users' side. The 
creation of a National Table of River Contracts 
(Tavolo Nazionale dei Contratti di Fiume - TNCdF) in 
2007 responded to the need for introducing new 
forms of governance as well as forms of voluntary 
cooperation that are requested by EU directives and 
guidelines to implement integrated management of 
water, land and landscape in a shared and subsidiary 
manner. Additionally, The National Table of River 

Contracts provide a crucial development capacity 
of river contracts, enabling coordinating efforts 
and comparing experiences to build a culture of 
collective participatory governance. 

Role of youth in this context (e.g. organisation 
of youth consultation for VNRs or other 
government-led initiatives)

Youth policies and new realities 
Ecological transition and generational issues 
belong together. This is the incipit of the Italian 
Youth Association for UNESCO  at their third 
Youth Forum held virtually in Parma, Italian 
Capital of Culture, in 2021, where they launched 
the "Next Generation You" Manifesto containing 
12 proposals as accelerators of Agenda 2030 to 
give younger generations a perspective for the 
future. The Department of the Council Presidency 
for Youth Policies and the Civil Service 
(Dipartimento della Presidenza del Consiglio per 
le politiche giovanili e il Servizio Civile) has 
launched in 2021 GIOVANI2030 a platform 
aiming to create a community able to provide 
ideas and content but also to welcome proposals, 
ideas and suggestions in the co-planning and 
co-management of projects, where youth can 
themselves become protagonists of their future. 

The Platform GIOVANI2030 has also been 
promoted by ANCI  Giovani -  the Youth Section of 
the National Union of Municipalities, to empower 
youth engagement and the development of new 
civic spaces and opportunities. GIOVANI2030 
connects with the European Youth Card  (EYC) 
circuit of initiatives at the national level. The EYC 
is not solely a discount card to access services 
but a tool for engagement (e.g. Lazio Sound, 
Vitamina G initiatives) and a tool for advocacy 
(EYCA's #STANDFORSOMETHING campaign). 
The European Youth Card has thus provided 
youth participation & empowerment in pandemic 
times. 
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Youth for Climate Action 
Based on a survey conducted by WeWorld in 2021 in 
23 EU countries, Italian youth display higher levels 
than the European average in terms of awareness 
concerning climate change and urgency in 
addressing climate-related issues. The European 
average for people who do not believe in climate 
change was 8%; meanwhile, only 6% of respondents 
held this belief in Italy. Furthermore, 65% of 
Europeans believe that climate change will 
significantly impact people like them; Italians 
responded with a score of 69%. One element to be 
stressed is the willingness to engage. For example, 
eight out of ten young Italians (79%) have voted for 
politicians who give priority to the issue of climate 
change and migration (also climatic). What has 
become evident is that Italy's youth and youth 
organisations have a large role to play in achieving 
sustainability goals. Young people are highly 
conscientious and informed about climate issues and 
know that intergenerational equity needs to be 
guaranteed, or they will inherit a planet considerably 
different and more at risk than previous generations 
did. As a demonstration, in September 2021 in Milan, 
for the first time in the history of UN climate 
negotiations, the ideas and voices of young people 
were at the forefront of a Pre-COP summit. The 
Youth4Climate Event consisted of over 400 youth 
climate leaders from over 186 countries convening to 
draft and adopt a declaration for the attending 
ministers that was to be presented by the Italian 
delegate at COP26 in Glasgow. 
The youth climate movements have become 
extremely popular among youth organisations, 
groups, and individuals in Italy in recent years. 
Fridays For future, a worldwide movement active in 
over 7,500 cities and has over 14 million active 
participants that call on students to strike on Fridays 
in protest against climate change, actively involves 
cities and citizens across the Italian peninsula, from 
Milan to Catania, Palermo to Rome: on March 25th 
2022, over 679 cities protested not only against 
climate change but also the war in Ukraine. The 
Extinction Rebellion movement is also rapidly 
growing, with more than 30 local groups formed in 
different Italian municipalities. In 2021 the movement 

contributed to launching a grassroots initiative in 
Italy to campaign against the government's failure 
to sufficiently address the climate crisis: the 
ambition is to legally create a National Citizens' 
Assembly that would work with and advise the 
government regarding important ecological and 
climatic decisions. It is possible to sign the petition, 
open to all citizens digitally, and that requires 
50,000 signatures to be presented officially to the 
government as a law proposal.  

The growth of youth activism today in Italy 
demonstrates that short-term fixes will not suffice; 
young people have to act, individually and 
collegially and need to be considered key 
decision-makers regarding policy and climate 
objectives in Italy. If a mobilised, informed, and 
active youth population can be created, they can 
become the change-makers of tomorrow. If 
mismanagement continues and inactivity 
becomes the norm, current crises and issues will 
likely continue to be left unresolved and finally 
deteriorate.

Thus, the many shining examples of youth-led 
initiatives in Italy bode well for the future. Below is a 
non-exhaustive list of list of good experiences, 
useful resources and initiatives: from the Green 
Dream, a web series co-curated and co-conducted 
by the Italian green influencer Nicola Lamberti and 
promoted by Utilitalia, the Federation that brings 
together companies operating in public service 
utilities,  to Worldrise co-funded by marine biologist  
Mariasole Bianco to webzine Duegradi funded by 
Federico Mascolo of Climate Action Network 
Europe, and Youtuber Klaus (pseudonym of Tudor 
Laurin) ambassador of the Queen of the Dolomites, 
to cite just a few.
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Demographic
characteristics
of survey participants



By opting to use an online survey, there is always 
some level of sample skewness, as it is a 
convenience sampling method. The dissemination 
process partially explains the gender imbalance of 
the sample. The vast majority of the survey 
participants are female  (57%).  

However, interesting insights from different sources 
also address gender equity. The Women's Forum for 
Economy and Society barometer on gender equity 
(AAVV, 2021) found that women — more often than 
men — have changed their behaviour to decrease 
their carbon dioxide emissions by recycling, buying 
local, and reducing water and meat consumption. 

On average, women are slightly more likely than 
men to be concerned about the environment and 
have stronger pro-climate opinions and beliefs. 
Scholars have proposed several explanations for 
this gender gap, including differences in gender 
socialisation and resulting value systems (e.g., 
altruism, compassion), perceptions of general risk 
and vulnerability, and feminist beliefs, including a 
commitment to egalitarian values of fairness and 
social justice (Ballew, Marlon, Leiserowitz and 
Maibach, 2018).  

Women's Forum proposes that we examine 
different stages to properly understand the degree 
of gender equality in the decision process. 
These should include research, technical, and 
development policy recommendations.  

Chart 1.1.
Baseline survey results.

Demographic characteristics
of survey participants.

Gender

non-binary

female

male

no answer

self-describeHaving equal male and female 
decision-makers will include: 

• The high value and richness
of diversity. 

• The different perceptions and 
attitudes in front of the same
problem. 

• Therefore valuing different
sensitivities in the development
of solutions.

Base: All respondents (N= 267)
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According to the project's goals, our sample includes 
85% of young European citizens (YEC - under 35 
years), and the most significant group age is from 
the population aged under 18 yo (41%).  

According to the UN's Youth Advisory Group on 
Climate Change Outcome Report (AAVV, 2020), 
working together has multiple facets for the youth: 

• First, it is about sharing ideas and practices in 
climate education. 

• Secondly, it gives no actor a free pass on not 
delivering on their climate commitments. 

• Thirdly, working together requires ample 
intergenerational dialogue, a racially diverse 
discussion, inclusion of LGBTQ+, indigenous and 
traditional people, people with special needs, 
refugees and IDP (internally displaced people). 

According to the Youth Study by TUI Stiftung (2019), 
most young people are quite optimistic about their 
expectations for the future. Young people perceive 
the issues of Climate protection and environmental 
policy (55%) and Digitisation (45%) as opportunities 
instead of a threat (AAVV, 2019: 6). 

Chart 1.3. Baseline survey results.
Demographic characteristics

of survey participants.
Main occupation

Chart 1.2. Baseline survey results.
Demographic characteristics of survey participants.
Age

Base: All respondents (N= 268) 

Most of the participants are students (77%) either 
working non-working (54%), have a full-time job 
(18%) or a part-time (5%). There is also an amount of 
participants that work full or part-time without any 
other secondary occupation (8%). The remaining 
participants are volunteers (2%) are doing an 
internship (3%) or are unemployed (3%). 

full time student

54%

18%

student +
part-time job

5%

3%
unemployed 

internship

3%

Base: All respondents (N= 265) 

8%
work +
part-time
student

volunteering

2%

7%
other

+35

25

34

15%

25%

-18

2424

18

20%

 work full
or part time 

41%
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Individual
action



Geiger et al. (2018) define sustainable consumption 
as a behaviour associated with a long-term under-
standing of the consequences of individual 
consumption. It is a deeply personal and complex 
decision-making process related to changes in 
consumer behaviour - such as purchasing certain 
products (Chen et al., 2018) and reducing consump-
tion (Balderjahn et al., 2013).  

According to Capiene et al. (2021), pro-environmen-
tal and pro-social consumer engagement starts 
with changes to personal behaviour expressed 
through consumption.
This substantiates  in three distinct dimensions: 

• Participation (e.g., in events related to pro-envi-
ronmental and pro-social issues); 

• Social connections (by interacting and engaging 
others);  

• And the conscious focusing of attention (interest 
in pro-environmental and pro-social issues).  

never sometimes always

Walk or cycle
to work/ school/ university

55% 41%

Buy energy efficient devices

60%17% 23%

Participate in environmental
campaigns

49% 40%

Buy bottled water

31% 32% 38%

Buy fair trade products

72% 9%19%

Buy local products

72% 25%

Take a shower instead of a bath

campaigns

90%8%

Turn off the tap
while brushing your teeth

83%

Buy organic food�

15% 70% 16%

Recycle waste

10% 84%

Use less electricity

58%20% 23%

Use public transport

41%14% 45%

Base: All respondents (N= 191)

Promoting the consumption of local, 
organic and seasonal food. Raising 
awareness of the environmental risks of 
excessive consumption of animal proteins.
Survey participant, 25-34 yo, student

Chart 2.1. Baseline survey results.Individual action.
Daily activities. Average

The most common pro-environmental activities 
among the participants seem to be related to 
water saving, since 90% of the participants say 
that they take showers instead of baths and 83% 
always turn off the tap while brushing the teeth. 
Our results suggest that recycling is also an impor-
tant activity, with 84% of participants stating that 
they do it always and 10% sometimes.  The less 
common activities are the consumption of local or 
fair trade products (9%, always) and the  active 
participation in environmental campaigns (11%, 
always).

11%

12%41%14% 45%
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Kola-Olusanga (2018) refers to the importance of 
educational campaigns to contextualise environ- 
mentally conscious young people. According to this 
researcher, it is essential to provide theoretical 
knowledge and environmental experiences to have 
a behavioural impact. 

Global agendas and policies seem to have a more 
lasting impact on the survey participants. These 
findings concur with Kola-Olusanga's research, 
describing how young adults generally agree that 
the term "climate change" refers to an increase in 
temperature resulting from the trapping of carbon 
dioxide and atmospheric pollution that poses a 
great danger to the continuation of life and the 
survival of planetary functions.

Regarding public actions related to climate issues, 
the Italian sample reports significant levels of 
participation, namely by joining online petitions at 
the local, regional, national, or EU level (57%), 
participating in strikes, public events or protest for a 
public issue  or sharing political and civic posts in 
my social media.(51%) On the other hand, the 
activities that the respondents assume to have 
joined less in the last three years we can find the 
in-person petitions (15%).

Base: All respondents (N= 174)

6% other 

44%  voted in political election(s)

57%  signed an online petition 

51%  shared political and civic posts in my social media

51%  participated in a strike, public event or protest for a public issue 

39%  participated in voluntary activities

33%  donated for a non-profit or a social campaign

15%  signed an in-person petition

Chart 2.2. Baseline survey results. 
Individual action. 

Actions in the last 3 years

In my opinion, holding meetings is the 
best thing to do, perhaps with some 
activities.   Moreover, it is necessary to 
educate parents more than young people. 
Parents, alas, are the problem of this 
society...
Survey participant, 18-24 yo, intern

Base: All respondents (N= 174)

6% other 

15%    15%  15% signed an in-person petition
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We can also evaluate how active 
people are regarding environmental 
issues, analysing their openness to 
discuss particular topics with family, 
friends, and colleagues. When asking 
Italian participants to rate how likely it 
could be for them to discuss some 
topics, we found that global warming 
and water scarcity (75%) and water as 
a human right (73%) are the most 
likely to be debated. Water priva- 
tisation, water and agriculture and 
invisible water,  are, on the other side, 
only appointed by an average of 50% 
as debatable issues. 

17%

33%

38%

11%

w
ater

privatisation

19%

31%

33%

17%

invisible water

17%
32%

35%

16%

waterand
eq

ua l opportunities

39%

35%

global warmin
g

an
d

w
at

er
sc

ar
cit

y

19%

6%

30%

20% w
at

er
an

d
ag

ric
ult

ur
e

35%

15%

Very unlikely 
Unlikely 
Likely 
Very Likely 

Chart 2.3. Baseline survey results. 
Individual action. 
Discussing climate 
change with those
closest to you  

Base: All respondents (N= 190)

41%

21%

w
ater in everyday life

30%
8%

46%

17%
11%

26%
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72%Climatechange67%
Discrimi-nation

61%
Pollution

56%
Access 

to
education

54% Lack

of freedom

of speech
53% Water
resources

41%

More

conflic
ts

and war

28%Unemployment

20%Politicalinstability 

48%
Large-scale
migration

7%
Other 

35% 
Decreasing
quality of life
and purchasing

power

43%
Access to

healthcare

and welfare

services

     

Climate change is the topic that joins more 
consensus amongst the survey participants as a 
topic worth joining advocacy campaigns (72%). The 
other topics gathering high referral are 
discrimination (67%) and pollution (61%). 
Accounting for the age distribution of our sample, it 
is particularly interesting to find that access to 
education is mentioned as a topic worthwhile joining 
and advocacy campaign for 56%. 

These findings are consistent with the research 
undertaken by Kaiser and Byrka (2011) and 
Kadic-Maglajlic et al. (2019), that distinguish two 
simbiotic types of engagement in sustainable 
consumption: pro-environmental and pro-social 
engagement. 
Yet, children and young people have traditonally 
been excluded from decision-making processes in 
all parts of the world. A paradigm shift is occurring, 
as society is starting to recognise them as social 
actors and citizens. The importance of hearing their 
voices individually and collectively is begining to be 
felt within develpment policy and practice, local 
governance, education systems (O’Kane, 2003).

Base: All respondents (N= 272) 

Chart 2.4. Baseline survey results. 
Individual action. 
Advocacy interests
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Knowledge and perception
about climate change  



According to Handoyo et al. (2019), environmental 
awareness results from motivation, knowledge and 
skills. Knowledge refers to the information that 
shapes attitudes and beliefs, which in turn, the 
attitudes and beliefs lead to the desired action.  

When requested to evaluate a list of statements 
about climate change as true or false, we found that 
most Italian interviewed correctly recognised them 
as true. Comparing such findings with the European 
Youth Eurobarometer (2017) allows us to conclude 
that data is coherent.  

Base: All respondents (N= 220)
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According to the Eurobarometer, we can outline 
three ideas for the future of Europe that are central 
for young people: 

• The promotion of critical thinking and the ability 
to search for information to combat fake news and 
extremism;  

• Easy access to information for young people who 
want to move and work abroad to encourage youth 
employment; 

• Promoting behaviour change through environmen- 
tally friendly projects such as sustainable transport 
or recycling systems across Europe. 

Our participants from Italy are aware of the impact 
of climate change in all aspects of global life. The 
items more believed more to be true refer to those 
relative to human role either as able to deliver 
change (96%), the knowledge that Climate change 
has had an impact on every ocean and every 
continent over the last few decades (95%), but also 
as relative to human role either as the origin of 
climate change (90%).
It is also relevant to understand how these 
perceptions about the climate change phenomena 
are affecting the participants personal lives and 
experiences. To address such conceptions the 
survey included questions that specifically request 
the participants to evaluate the perceived impact in 
a number of dimensions.  The results are insightful 
about the participants concerns, revealing that, in 
average, 85% of the participants recognize some 
kind of impact of the listed climate change 
phenomena. 

The items selected as more impactful, meaning 
that they are classified as having a major impact 
more often, are the Air pollution (78%), the Rising 
temperatures (71%), and Drought (60%). 
Almost a quarter of the sample does not recognize 
the Declining bee population as influencing them 
personally, only classified as active stressors by 
“only” 77%.

When requested to rate how worrisome the same 
phenomena related to climate change are from a 
national perspective, the participants from Italy 
believe that More forest fires (83%) and Air pollution 
(81%) are the most impactful phenomena for their 
country. 

Overall, the Italian participants recognise the major 
impact of climate change both at a personal and at 
a national level. Acknowledging the environmental 
issues that we are facing may be seen as a very 
important step, since it may ground future climate 
advocacy and action. In the following we will 
present results related to these shared the 
perception about whom is best equipped to fight 
climate change.
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Base: All respondents (N= 216)

Chart 3.2.1. Baseline survey results.
Perceptions about climate change. 

Climate change impact 
in your own life 
and the people closest to you

Chart 3.2.2. Baseline survey results.
Perceptions about climate change. 

Climate change impact in your 
country

Chart 3.2.3. Baseline survey results.
Perceptions about climate change. 
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Policy
awareness
and action



Base: All respondents (N= 579) 

Chart 4.1. Baseline survey results.
Policy Awareness and Action. 
Participants' knowledge about 
global policies or initiatives 
to reduce climate change

Since policy awareness is crucial for social 
advocacy to exist, we investigated participants' 
knowledge at the policymaking level. To some 
extent, the level of knowledge that each 
participant has may limit or enhance their 
potential as a young activist with individual 
advocacy priorities and action capabilities.
Italian participants believe to have policy 
awareness, with almost 66% stating that they 
know global policies or activities to reduce climate 
change. 

Such awareness remains at almost the same level 
when the question is framed at a national level, 
with 63% recalling policies of actions implemented 
by Italy to address climate change. 
Such result may be due to the active targeting of 
children and younger citizens by the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. Indeed, such 
positioning regarding the youngsters is clearly 
present in the following statement from 2015: 
“The future of humanity and of our planet lies in 
our hands. It lies also in the hands of today’s 
younger generation, who will pass the torch to 
future generations. We have mapped the road to 
sustainable development; it will be for all of us to 
ensure that the journey is successful and its gains 
irreversible.” 

Chart 4.2. Baseline survey results.
Policy Awareness and Action.
Participants' knowledge about 
environmental policies 
in your country

YES
63%

37%
NO

YES
66%

34%
NO

Governments instead of individuals should 
introduce effective regulations. During the 
covid emergency we saw how individual 
choices do not significantly affect climate 
change indices.
Survey participant, 25-34 yo, employed

Analyzing the role of subsidies for agricul-
ture, fossil fuels, and water supply and 
developing policies to eliminate them 
without affecting disadvantaged and at-risk 
groups. If we paid the true production cost of 
resources, we would see a clear and immedi-
ate decrease in waste and inefficient uses of 
resources. I would say stop blaming individu-
al actions, but start promoting large-scale 
systemic changes (e.g. carbon tax) that 
restructure the habits of communities in a 
sustainable direction. 
Survey participant, 25-34 yo, employed
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Chart 4.3. Baseline survey results.
Policy Awareness and Action. 

Who is best equipped
for fighting climate change

European
Institutions

61%

International
organisations

63%

Local/ regional authorities

39%

62%

Local
associations

Base: All respondents (N= 219) 
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32%
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According to the UN’s Youth Advisory Group on 
Climate Change Outcome Report (AAVV, 2020), 
investments in green jobs are prioritized on the youth 
agenda, as climate anxiety is currently intertwined 
with uncertainty about the future of jobs, and these 
can be enhancers of both sustainability and 
competitiveness credentials of their countries.

71% of the Italian participants believe that Education 
and scholar curricula could motivate people to 
become more active about climate change, 43% 
highlight the need for scientific information sources to 
provide more information and 39% that large scale 
campaigns could be effective. On a more punitive 
manner 56% believe that this change in behavioural 
patterns could be triggered by an increase in fines and 
other penalties.

More scientific
information
sources 43%

Large-scale
campaigns 

39%

Street actions such as strikes
and Fridays for Future

30%

Through education
and school curricula

71%

Other
14%

Fines andpenalties

56%

Chart 4.4. Baseline survey results. 
Policy Awareness and Action.

What would motivate people
to act on climate change
Multiple answers possible

Base: All respondents (N= 218) 

A campaign to highlight the impact of animal 
food on greenhouse gas and pollutant 
emissions and consumption of water and 
soil, proposing examples of plant-based 
alternatives comparing the impact of an 
omnivorous dish and its new vegetarian 
version.
Survey participant, 25-34 yo, employed

Transforming scientific information into 
activities divided by age group, through public 
events that encourage dialogue and sharing of 
knowledge (e.g., group games for children and 
teen-agers; interactive awareness workshops 
for youths and adults; study groups involving 
skilled and unskilled individuals; sharing 
groups 25-99 years old, in which elders 
transfer young people memories of experienc-
ing nature in the past; etc.)
Survey participant, 25-34 yo, employed
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Chart 4.5. Baseline survey results. 
Policy Awareness and Action.

How can local authorities support 
young people's sustainability 
campaigns and other sustainable 
activities
Multiple answers possible

33%

58%

65%

48%

47%

45%

5%

Participatory or 
community-based 
funding projects 

Participation in 
decision and 
policy-making 
through general 
committees

Capacity building 
and networking 
events

Participation in 
decision and 
policy-making 
through special youth 
committees

Young people are not 
interested in these 
means of support

Financial
support

Facilities for 
meetings and 
activities

Also, to enhance population mobilization and 
action, participants were requested to state how 
can local authorities support sustainability 
campaigns and other related initiatives by 
youngsters. The most frequently mentioned 
measures point to more capacity building and 
networking events (65%) and financial support 
(58%).
Importantly, only 5% of the participants believe that 
youngsters are not interested in any kind of 
support.  

From the advocacy suggestions tested, the 
majority of respondents highlight the need for 
promoting youth networks, for example, funding, 
calls for proposals, projects that enable young 
people to have the opportunity to disseminate, in 
the forms most common and popular to them, 
through online or social platforms, all the material 
information they have.

Several advocacy suggestions emerged when 
asked about a Climate activity or Change 
campaign. Most respondents indicate the need for 
more effective communication, for example, 
“awareness-raising activities at school with children 
and adolescents, producing some tangible support 
that they can take home and share with parents, as 
small daily actions they can take to avoid wasting 
water”. 

Base: All respondents (N= 184) 
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As already indicated in the above answers, 
it would be very interesting to be able to 
identify and/or create spaces for 
interaction and sharing of knowledge, 
according to the different age groups.   
Experts would certainly play a key role. 
Equally important, however, would be the 
role of young people, who are not only a 
"container to be filled", with an adult vision 
of the major world issues, including 
climate change, but who are also part of a 
society that is moving towards the 
achievement of global development goals, 
ready for democratic action and the 
identification of innovative and peaceful 
forms of "fight" for their rights, which are 
then the rights of every human being, both 
near and far.  It could be useful to find new 
ways of sharing knowledge, adjusting it to 
different ages.  For example, 
hypothesizing for the teen-ager group 
forms of awareness, interactive and 
formative at the same time, that allow the 
youngest to train and have fun at the same 
time. The contents, created by groups of 
experts in the field, but also and above all 
by educators and operators, should be 
elaborated in the forms closest to the 
recipients and stimulate the interaction of 
young people with the contents: quick 
messages (suitable also for the public less 
prone to reading); photos/videos; short 
documentaries; role playing games; 
challenges; quizzes; etc.  The knowledge 
should then be entrusted to the young 
recipients, who would become the 
spokespersons for the themes they know, 
and reworked in the forms that are most 
representative for them (for example, the 
launch of a channel on a popular social 
media site, such as a simple hashtag 
sharing that particular theme, an artistic 
representation, etc.).  This would allow the 
development of the themes from different 
points of view and the sharing of 
knowledge, in different ways and forms, 
accessible to all.
Survey participant, 25-34 yo, employed

Sharing a short documentary on how 
drinking water gets to your home: I am 
under the impression that there is so much 
ignorance about the fact that having 
running water at home should be not taken 
for granted.  It would be nice if some 
activists could participate in some 
meetings with national/EU institutions and 
also with local/municipal administrators.
Survey participant, 25-34 yo, employed

Part of the sample suggest local level activity or 
campaign about climate change as “promoting the 
consumption of local, organic and seasonal food. 
Raising awareness of the environmental risks of 
excessive consumption of animal proteins.”  
Most of the suggestions for advocacy or a 
campaign are related to water consumption as a 
challenge for those who consume less water, or a 
monitoring app - in the context of the 
aforementioned digital era.
Another participant proposes a campaign on 
improving the full recycling of products, from 
production to recycling or reuse. And a campaign to 
reduce water consumption for farming. 
Some thoughts took place, such as: “It would be 
nice if some activists could attend some meetings 
with national/EU institutions and also with 
local/municipal authorities”.
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https://www.acquabenecomune.org/chi-siamo/storia https://www.acquabenecomune.org/chi-siamo
/storia 

https://extinctionrebellion.it/unisciti-a-noi/ 

https://fridaysforfutureitalia.it/ 

https://youth4climate.live/  

Useful resources
for community action

WeWorld Petition on Climate Change
https://climateofchange.info/participate/petition/

Extinction Rebellion Petition on Citizens 
Assemblies
https://extinctionrebellion.it/assemblee-cittadine
https://www.politicipercaso.it/    

Useful resources
for individual action
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https://asvis.it/activities-and-partnerships/1323-7573/asvis-report-and-other-publications 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ENV_AC_AINAH_R2__custom_2486545/default/table?lang=en 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/green-deal/fit-for-55-the-eu-plan-for-a-green-transition/ 

https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/files2021/pubblicazioni/rapporti/nir2021_italy_14apr_completo.pdf  
https://www.istat.it/it/files/2021/03/Report-Giornata-mondiale-acqua.pdf 

https://undocs.org/Home/MobileFinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F64%2F292&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False 

https://www.acquabenecomune.org/attivita/iniziative-legislative/legge-iniziativa-popolare 

https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/en/archive/news-and-other-events/ispra-news/2021/04/presented-the-fourth-report-on-the-state-of-natural-capital-in-italy
https://www.italywaterforum.it/the-italian-national-board-of-river-contracts/

Alleanza Italiana per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile (ASviS), 
2021, Rapporto 2021, ASviS. 
https://asvis.it/activities-and-partnerships/1323-7573
/asvis-report-and-other-publications 

Air emissions accounts by NACE Rev. 2 activity, 
2021, Eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ENV_
AC_AINAH_R2__custom_2486545/default/table?lang=
en 

FitFor55, European Council Council of the European 
Union, 2021. 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/green-d
eal/fit-for-55-the-eu-plan-for-a-green-transition/ 

Italian Greenhouse gas inventory 1990-2019. 
National Inventory Report, 2021 by ISPRA (Institute 
for Environmental Protection and Research) 
https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/files2021/pubblicazio
ni/rapporti/nir2021_italy_14apr_completo.pdf  

Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT), 2021, 
Le Statistiche dell’ISTAT sull’Acqua anni 2018-2020, 
ISTAT. 
https://www.istat.it/it/files/2021/03/Report-Giornata-
mondiale-acqua.pdf 

64/292 The Human Right to Water and Sanitation, 
2010, United Nations General Assembly. 
https://undocs.org/Home/MobileFinalSymbol=A%2FR
ES%2F64%2F292&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop
&LangRequested=False 
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